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SIR, 


OU may remember, that by the help of your ready com- 
pliance, we had three Conferences, the laſt year, upon the 
two Sacraments and Catechiſing, in the reaſon of which, 
that you may be the better provided to fatisfic ſuch as ſhall 
enquire, eſpecially thoſe that are immediately under your 

care : I have thought fit to let you know, in ſhort, what induced meto 
take this method: 
Which was in general, that not withſtanding the great duty and impor- 


tance of each particular, with the neceflary and prudent directions of our | 


Church for their due obſervance, there was ſo great a neg]eCt in molt pla- 


ces, that theſubſtance of Religion, unleſs timely remedy'd, would beloft | « 
| for putting off halfthe Communion, they will riſe up in judgment againlt 


_ Baptiſm, 


HE firſt Conference we had was concerning Baptiſm, tor the per- 

formance of which, you aredirected by 29 and 3o, and 68, 69 and 

70 Canons, and the Rubricks contained in the Office tor the Adminiſtra- 

tion of Baptiſm. And to per{wade us the more earneſtly and ettcctually 

to proſecute this, we conlider'd, 1. Of how great uſe and experience 

publick Baptiſm was in the Church. 2. What might be the beſt means 
to recover the ſhametul difulc of 1t. 

1. The great uſe and expedience did appear from the ſeveral advanta- 
ges the Church receives by publick Baptiſm, which are all loſt in Private. 
3. There is the joynt-Prayers of the Congregation to give a blefling to 
that holy performance. F 
reflectupon their own promiſes, boch which arcexerciſcs of mutual Cha- 
rity. 3. It makes ns not to be alham'd of our vorv of Chriſtianity. And, 
Laſtly, Trgivcs thar ſolemnity which 1s dueto fo great a Sacrament, and 


from which a greater awe and regard 1s contracted upon the minds of 


men, Who arc ina great meaſure mov'd by the outward appearance, and 


too truly ſay 1t 1s grown into contempt among us. | 


That which adds great weight to confirm thele reaſons, 1s the conſtant 


rent in the manner, was always attenacd with two circumſtances, a high 
Reverence to the facrednels of the Inſtitution, and a ſolemn ang publick 
Performance : witneſs the Priminve uſage inthe burying-places of their 
Martyrs, where ther Aflemblics were thin hel, and aftrerwards their 
magnkhcent Baptiftarics, the remains of WI}:cn, arc t9 be ſeen in ſome 
Ciics tothis dav. It woull beto hitile purpote to quote either Coun- 
cils 01 Fathors for this, when thore 1s not a Charet:, to this hour, that does 
not appoint as publick an adminiftration as 1ts con.iition can allow of; 
And 15 any come {ſhorter of this decent obſervation than another, ( ex- 
cept forme wild Chriſtians) 1t is the Church of Rowe, which by ſuper(ti- 
tion has defaced the beauty of it. 

2. The way therefore to recover this decent and molt uſeful practice, 
and to rcftore the Church to its juſt Diſcipline, is, carncltly to lay before 
tnoſc who are committed to our care, notonly the reaſonableneſs of their 
cJuty 1n complying, but likewiſe the great obligation that Hics upon us, 
elpecially in obcdtence'to fo juſt a command. So that at the leaſt, if 
chey wu not bring their Children into the Congregation { ſuppoſing 
they have health to bearit ) we ought to rcfule the Regiſtring of them. 


The Lo2ds Supprr, 


HE next Conference was upon the Lords Supper, in the obſerva- 
tion of which, you are directed by 20, 21, 22, 26,27, and 28 Ca- 
30ns, as likewiſe by the Rubricks in the Ottce. All which we did un- 
animouſly agree, not only entirely to obey, fo far as concerns our ſclves, 
but likewiſe to promote in others where we are injoynd, as having 
worn to obſerve all ſuch Injunctions. But we found our misfortune 
here, not ſo much to Iye in unworthy or irreverent Communicants, as 
that there is a general Apoſtacy ( 1f I may ſo call it ) from this ſacred 
inſtitution. Our great work therefore 1n this particular, was, and ſt1]] 
1s like to be, to perſwade men of the great benefit and neceſſity of this 
Sacrament ; and from thence to excuſe our ſelves, while we leave no 
means unattempted to bring them to this Communion. 

Nothing certainly can be more poſitive than the Inſtitution ſet down 
in three of the Goſpels; nor the beneht and great advantage more clearly 
expreſt than 1 Cor. x, x1. Chapters; where you have in the x1 Chap.v.26. 
a plain Declaration of the continuance of it to the end of the World, 
from this expreſſion, Te do ſhew the Lords death till he come. 

It is evident toany that ſball inpartially read the forementioned places 
of Scripture, that none can pretend to Goſpel-obedience that omit this 


| Ordinance. 


2, There 1s an occalion given to the people to | 


S STACIE YD 
1 

And it does as evidently appear, that there is a ſhameful 

neglect of it throughout this whole Kingdom. 

The reaſon of which 1s plain to any that will look back to the late 
times, and oblerve how induſtrioufly by at univerſal diſcouragement, e1- 
ther through a ſuperſtitious terror, or prophane contempt, the omiftion of 
it was promoted, And this was natural under an uſurp'd power, where 
fin was the Law, and tranſgreſtion the beſt obedience. But now that 
theſe hardſhips are blown over, where ſhall we find the bond of peace, 
and the unity of the ſpirit without Communion? What ſecurity have we 
of being one body, it we are not one bread? 1 Cor.x.17. How know we 
that there are not more Papiſts among{(t usthan Proteſtants, and morethat 
offer up ſtrange Fire, and partake ot other Altars than ours, if they cat 
not of the Sacrifice ? ver.18. Surely, if we condemn the Church of Rome 


_ITOC - 


us at thelaſt day, and utterly condemn all ſuch as neglect the whole. 
Since then the ſecurity, not only of cvery private perſon, but even of 

the whole Church, depends upon the due obſervation of this Sacramentz 

it may calily be concluded what diligence we ought to ule to bring the 


| people to a juſt ſenſe of this duty, by Exhortation, Reproof, private 


Communcation from houſe to houle, c{pecially at ſuchtimes as we appoint 
Communions, and whatever clie Law or Prudencecan ſuggclt to us. 


Catechiſm, 


HE Jaft thing we met upon was Catechiſing, the want of which 

has left the Church without a fourdation ; for as the wile man 

lays, If carly proviſion of good principles Le not laid up in tle youth, when e- 

withal ſhall a man have to ſupport timpelf in his rifer years & Ecchet. x11. 1, 

I am ſure the Church has order'd the care, 1n this particular, with great 
x2ncſt is may be fren i the KR thbricks of the ſhort Care _— 
EXactnels, as may be Iccn in the AAUDIICKS Or the 1nort Catecnitm, an. aun 

the 59th Canon, belides the ſuycral publick admonitions, whereby 1s cx- 

ecution has been recommended to us. What reverence or refpect can be 


We, & bb] hogs y- HAV: JL” : | Jookt for from the people to the two Sacraments, when they have never 
for the want of which, by being hudled up in private, I fear I may but | 


learnt what they are ? What obcdience or other Morality to beexpedted, 


| when they have never underſtood the Commandments 2 What Faith 
EWA Ih C al tant | ſhall we think to find upon the carth, when the f1:{t Principles of 1ts Ar- 
and univerſal pra&tice of the Church in all Ages; which, however diffe- | 


ticies have been never laid ? 

And therefore if Parents will not anſwer at the laſt day for the ruin of 
their Children; if Maſters and Mifticl}cs will not take upon themthe miſ- 
carriages of their Servants and Apprentices; 1t we donot intend to be 
tound guilty of the lins of the growing Gencraiion 1n our refpective 
fHo:ks : we ought certainly to iſe all diligence and Authority to bring 
ſuch as have necd of 1t, torecove duc 1n{truction ar the appointed times, 
or ofiner it we find it needtul ; that at leaſt, whocver miſcarries, we 
may fave our own fouls, oh 

I hope T have pretit this duty {o often, and earneftly, to my Brethren of 
the Clurgy, that I thall never find cauſe to complain of their neglect. 
Which, ſhould I find my {oF diſappointed in, I could not bur reſent tt 
with great grief. But 1n tull aflurance of your complying, I ſhall only 
recommend one method to you, that what part of the Carechilm you ex» 
pound one day,you would maketholc you Catechiſc,give you an account, 
thencxt day, of its mcaning : That fo you may be atlured of the under- 
{tanding and improvement cach perſon receives from that 1nltruction. 

All this, and whatever ele, in your own difcretion, you ſhall find nce- 
ccitary tor the pro.noting of what has been ſaid, I do befcech you, from 
my ſelf, and conjarc you, by the ovedience you owe the Church you are 
cltabliſht in, that you omit no care 1:0r d1igence for the effecting of it. 
For this you may be confident of, that I ſhall never enjoyn you any othe! 
thing, than what you have already ſubmitted to, and are bound to ob- 
ſerve. Our Canons and Conltitutions are the common voice of the 
Church; the words of which only, arc they that can direct us to an obe- 
dicence of 1 Cor. 1, Chap. ver. 10. That we all jpeak the ſame thing, and 
that there be no diviſions amongſt us, but that we be perfely joyn d together 
in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment. Otherwiſe, without fome 
common direction and mark toſteer our ſelves by, it were impoſhble to 
avoid the ſame confuſjon as they are ſubject to, that are diſordered by 
uncertain ſounds, 1 Cer.xiv. Thar God would dire you and vour Flock - 
in theſe and all things elſe, 1s the molt hearty Prayer of, 


Sir, 
Your Aficdionate Friend 
and Brottcr, 


April25. 1679. 
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